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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

The apostle Paul wrote, “Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. 

Though I did regret it-I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while- yet now I am 

happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. 

For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 

Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly 

sorrow brings death.” (2 Corinthians 7:8-10)  

     Because we desire to be more like Jesus, we make resolutions, we ask God to help us, and 

we try to behave differently. Yet despite our best efforts to do things God's way, we easily slide 

back into old habits. Frustrated, we may ask God, "Why can't I change?" The reason is, overcom-

ing sinful attitudes and behaviors starts with genuine repentance, which has three aspects. 

Conviction. The Holy Spirit will reveal the areas in which we have sinned and convict us of 

wrongdoing. Through Scripture, the Spirit shows us God's standard and what needs to change. 

Repentance begins with understanding where we have gone astray. 

Contrition. The next step--grieving over our iniquity--is followed by confession to the Lord. 

Genuine sorrow arises from the knowledge that we have sinned against God. In contrast, human 

unhappiness often comes from being caught misbehaving. Other times we are miserable because 

of where our choices led us, or feel shame that people know about our sin. True contrition is fol-

lowed by humble confession. 

Commitment to act.  Real repentance is complete when we wholeheartedly pledge to turn from 

our old behavior and move toward righteous ways. God knows we won't live perfectly, but He 

looks for a surrendered heart that diligently seeks to obey Him. 

Paul used some pretty strong language when telling us to turn from iniquity: He said, "Put to 

death... whatever belongs to your earthly nature" (Colossians 3:5). What sin are you struggling to 

overcome? Have you genuinely repented, committing to turn from it permanently? Let the Holy 

Spirit empower you to change. 

As we slide into the month of November our schedules are getting fuller and our “to do” list is 

getting longer.  In addition to our normal slate of monthly meetings there are a few dates we need 

to mark on our calendars.  On Saturday, November 3 the UMW are having a Chicken and Dump-

ing Dinner and the New Life Thrift Store is having a fashion show.  That should be a fun evening.  

Wednesday, November 21 is the Community Thanksgiving Service hosted by Community Chris-

tian Fellowship and David Hefner from Shiloh Lutheran will be preaching.  Then on Sunday, No-

vember 25 the Church Council will meet to conduct the business of the church.  One item of busi-

ness that evening will be to plan our church activity calendar for the first six months of 2019. 

The last two months of the year are always busy for everyone, but please my friends, do not 

let the busy-ness of this time interfere with you prayer and private devotion time.  As always, I ask 

you to pray for your church, for its ministries, and for your pastor. Love in Christ, Pastor Dale 

LAITY AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

LINDA BOLICK 

NANCY FLOWERS 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2co+7:8-10
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=col+3:5
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God’s Kids Club   

The GKC meet October 21st with two energetic, fantastic boys 

and two adults (Garrett and Wyatt, Candy and Nancy).  We started 

by making piles of 20 orange painted jar rings.  Thanks to the con-

gregation for donating the jar rings.  Counting made us hungry, so 

we ate our lunch and finished up with pumpkin cupcakes.   

After we finished our meal, the story of Jonah was shared with 

the boys participating in the story, one was Jonah and the other rep-

resented the people and the gold chairs with wheels was the ship.   

God told Jonah to go to Nineveh and warn the people about 

God's judgment.  Jonah thought the people of Nineveh deserved to 

be wiped out for they were evil, pagan people who worshipped idols 

and often fought against God's people.  Jonah knew that if the 

preached to them, they would have an opportunity to avoid God's 

wrath and receive God's blessing.  So Jonah ran.....as fast and as far 

as he could away from what God wanted him to do.  Jonah ran to 

Joppa and paid for a ship trip to Tarshish, the opposite direction from 

Nineveh. 

But God had other plans - He stirred up a storm.  Jonah bailed 

out of the boat and ended up in the belly of a BIG fish.  God gave 

Jonah time, three days and three nights, to think over his actions and 

attitudes.  In the belly of the fish, Jonah didn't complain, he prayed.  

(Probably the only time anyone ever prayed for a fish to burp.)  

"Salvation comes from the Lord" (Jonah 2:9b). 

Jonah's prayer was answered and he traveled to Nineveh and 

preached to the people, "After forty days, Nineveh will be de-

stroyed" (Jonah 3:4b).  The Ninevites repented and God's judgment 

was avoided.  Jonah was furious that God did not destroy the Nine-

vites.  He fumed and sulked.  He made himself some shade and sat to 

wait and see what would happen to the city.  God made a plant to 

grow quickly to provide more shade.  But the next day, God sent a 

worm to attack the plant - the plant died.  Jonah got really hot and 

angry and wanted to die.  God asked Jonah if he thought it was right 

for him to be angry about the plant and Jonah said yes, "I am so an-

gry I could die" (Jonah 4:9b).  God told Jonah that Jonah was so con-

cerned for the plant even though he did nothing to make it grow, that 

it appeared one day and the next day it died, then God should con-

cern for the people of Nineveh.  

The story Jonah is a fascinating account of a man's unsuccessful 

attempt to run away from God as well as a story of God's love for 

even the most unlovable, despicable people we can imagine and of 

our responsibility to tell them of God's love and mercy. 

Then Garrett and Wyatt read John 14:15-17, "If you love me, you 

will obey my commands. I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Helper to be with you forever - the Spirit of truth.  The world 

cannot accept him, because it does not see him or know him.  But 

you know him, because he lives with you and he will be in you."  

After they read the verses, they played a game about following com-

mands. We closed our time together making pumpkins out of the 

orange colored jar rings.   

The next GKC will be Sunday, November 18th after worship 

service.  If weather permits, we will go to Rocky Face for a picnic 

and hiking.  I hope to see all of God's Kids there and they can always 

bring a friend or two and any adults are welcome to come with us.   

 Nancy Johnson, Children's Coordinator  
 

     PACK 275          

 NEWS 

       
   The Cub Scouts had a lot of fun fishing last month!  This 

month we will be busy helping with our yearly food drive 

on Saturday, November 17.  All of the food that we collect 

will go to the local food pantry located at Mount Pis-

gah.  This month the older scouts will also start working on 

the God and Family religious program.  Lastly, the boys 

are very excited about going to Treetop Adventures where 

they will get to go 

down zip lines and 

climb on rope 

courses!   

 

Your HELP 

made it  

happen…. 
 

Special thanks everyone who had a part, big or 
small, in making our recent October 2018 Spring 
BBQ Pork & Chicken fundraiser a huge success!  

Also a special thanks to our guest speakers, 
Nancy Johnson and Kelly Reinhardt, for sharing 
their awesome mission trip to Kenya with us on 
UMM’s Sunday. Congratulations to those individu-
als who were recognized on Men’s Sunday for 
their service to God and our church. 

Our UMM’s Fellowship next scheduled  
gathering is Sunday morning, November 11

th
 at 

7:00am in the fellowship hall. All males (any age) 
are invited.                   

                      Kevin Beard / Rodney Bolick 

 
Brothers, let’s us not forget to daily share, 

mentor, and fellowship with each other  
while holding each other accountable  

during our daily walks. 

 

“Remember those who led you, who spoke 
the word of God to you; and considering the 
result of their conduct, imitate their faith.” 

Hebrews 13:7 
 

“Iron sharpens iron, So one man  
sharpens another.”  

Proverbs 27:17 

e
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7TH ANNUAL BETHLEHEM,  

ALEXANDER COUNTY 

CROP HUNGER WALK 
We would like to THANK all those who participated 

in our 7th annual CROP Hunger  Walk on Sunday, 

October14th.  We had approximately 60  
participants and a total of $5,450 has been sent to 

Church World Services.  Deadline to turn in funds 

 is Sunday, November 4.  We received info from 

Church World Services that from CROP Walk Funds 

the following has been  provided to Hurricane  

Florence victims:  9,860 Hygiene Kits-----16,158 

Emergency Clean-up Buckets--5,875 Blankets-----

5,262 School Kits.  The response to Hurricane  

Michael was starting at that time.  

HANGING OF THE GREEN SERVICE 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2   
10:00 WORSHIP 

 

 

If you would like to  

volunteer as a reader, 

please see Judy Sipe.  

   

UMW CHICKEN & DUMPLING DINNER, 

NEW LIFE THRIFT STORE 

FASHION SHOW 

SATURDAY, NOV 3  4:00-7:00PM  

 

Plates are $9 and menu is Chicken & Dump-

lings, Cole Slaw, Green Beans, Cranberry Sauce, 

Dessert and Drink.  Eat in and enjoy some good 

cookin’ and great fellowship or take out plates 

will also be available.  Along with the supper the 

New Life Thrift Store is sponsoring a Fashion 

Show. Individuals, couples, children are needed. 

Clothes modeled will be for sale.  Please see one 

of the UMW to volunteer.  

The Worship and VOW Committees have decided, 

that in lieu of an Angel Tree this year, to sponsor  

some ACHS students who may not be as fortunate  

this Christmas as others.  We’re calling this  

 
“OPERATION BETHLEHEM CHILD”.  
The students that were chosen for us are all  

teenage boys and each one will receive a gift bag 

with the following items in them: BODY WASH, 

SHAMPOO AND DEODORANT (all for men-no trial 

size please) and a $20 WALMART 

GIFT CARD.  We would like to fill 25 

or more bags.  These items need to be 

brought and put in a provided bas-

ket by Sunday, November 18
th

.  Judy 

Sipe and Pastor Dale will be collecting the gift 

cards Mt Bethel we are counting on you to make 

this Christmas special for these ACHS students!  

Thanking you in advance.  

COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING 

SERVICE  
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 21 7:00PM 
    
Hosted by:  

        Community Christian Fellowship 

Speaker:  

        Rev. David Hefner  
 

 

Everyone is invited to attend! 

Mt Bethel UMC Child 

Development Center 

5 Year Anniversary 

on November 11 
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UMW NEWS 
     The UMW have been very busy the past couple of 
months. From the Cook-out at the Moretz’s home on 
the lake & the District meeting attended by several 
members in August, to helping with the UMM BBQ, our 
Thrift Store booth at Bethlehem Day and the CROP 
Walk. In the past few months, the New Life Thrift store 
was able to make donations to the Backpack Program, 
The Food Pantry at Mt. Pisgah, and the Bethlehem 
Ministerial Association. We were also able to help a 
family who were burned out of their home and a 
homeless couple with an infant. The store has been 
just as much of a blessing to us as it has been to the 
community in its short life.  We try to spread the love 
of Christ to all our guests. Letting them know where 
our ministry is and that the Lord loves them, and they 
are welcome to visit anytime. Our hours on Thursdays 
have changed to 12pm-6pm, so we can accommodate 
those who work and are unable to get to the store be-
fore we close at 4pm. You can still volunteer at the 
store if you like. We need sorters to help sort through 
all the items that are donated to us. Mondays @ 9am 
is when they meet. Contact Tammy Beard for more 
info and Holly Campbell if you would like to volunteer 
at the store. Spread the word about the store & if you 
haven’t been, please drop by.  You will be glad you did!  
Judy Sipe – President         Melanie Cofer - Secretary 

UMYF Fall is here and so is the cooler weather! Now I 

am at a point in my life that the cooler the better, but so 

many people dread fall and winter. I am sure most of 

you have heard that this winter is slated to be very cold 

and wet. This brings to mind the homeless men, women, 

and children that we serve monthly.  

As you are going through your closets, please 

keep the needy in your thoughts. If you have any 

warm weather clothing that you cannot use any-

more, please think about donating. The UMYF 

will have a donation box outside of the Children 

and Youth Coordinators office for you to place 

your items. We are asked for coats, scarves, 

gloves, socks, and toboggans regularly during 

the winter months. In addition, if you have any 

sleeping bags you would like to get rid of, those 

would be helpful as well.  
All items will be hand delivered during our monthly 

meal delivery.   

On Sunday, November 11th we will be serving Spa-

ghetti following worship. I hope you all plan to stay. We 

will have a variety of sauces, salad, bread, and dessert. 

This fundraiser is very important to the UMYF as we 

have a lot of things planned in the coming months and 

our annual summer mission trip to prepare for. Decem-

ber 29-31 we will be traveling to Gatlinburg to attend 

Xtreme Winter. This weekend will be full of Praise and 

Worship! What a great way to bring in the New Year! In 

addition, we would like to plan another Winter Mission 

Day for January or February of 2019. Last year, we 

were able to help a local family rebuild a small porch, 

cut wood, and deliver wood to Don and Cindy. If you 

know of anyone with a need, please let me know so we 

can be planning to serve.    

Our Devotion topics for November will be focused 

on Thankfulness. Scripture tells us to be “thankful in 

everything, in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 

5:18.) We all find ourselves overwhelmed or worried at 

times, but we can praise God for who He is and for His 

promise to never leave us or forsake us!  

What’s coming up…. 

Nov. 3rd: Traveling to WCU football game, third time is 

the charm!!!  

Nov. 4th: Feeding the homeless, meet in fellowship hall 

@ 8:45. Lunch and devotion to follow. 

Nov. 11th: Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser following wor-

ship service.  

Nov. 18th: Regular Meeting @ 5:30 

Nov. 25th: Regular Meeting @ 5:30  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
Candy Millsaps 

JOY 

(Just Older  Youth) 
 

Outlet Shopping on November 15th.   

More details to be announced later. 

UMYF  SPAGHETTI FUNDRAISER 
SUNDAY, NOV 11 (AFTER WORSHIP) 

 
Spaghetti, Variety of Sauces, Salad, Bread 

and Dessert served for donations only. All 

proceeds will go to support UMYF  

activities and missions. 
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SAVE THE DATE  —  UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR …             
                                                              

               DECEMBER 
Saturday, Dec 1 Hanging of the Green Practice 5:30PM                                       Bethlehem Star Lighting 7:00PM  

Sunday, Dec 2 1st Sunday of Advent/Hanging of the Green  10AM Worship                   Monday, Dec 3  JOY 10:30AM 

Friday-Sunday Dec 7-9 Christmas Drive-Thru @ Fellowship Advent 6:30-9:00PM 

Monday, Dec 10 UMW Christmas Tea 6:00PM                                 Tuesday, Dec 11 Worship Committee  7:00PM 

Wednesday, Dec 13 CDC Meeting 7:30PM                                         Saturday, Dec 15 Church-wide Christmas Caroling 5PM 

Sunday, Dec 16  UMW sponsored Church-wide Breakfast 8:00-9:30AM     

                           Community Children’s Christmas Party 3:00-5:00PM          UMYF Christmas Party  6:30PM 

Tuesday, Dec 18  VOW Meeting 7:00PM                                                 Friday, December 21  CDC Christmas Play 4:00PM 

Sunday, December 23 Christmas Worship/Cantata 10:00AM      

Monday-Friday Dec 24-28 CDC Closed 

Monday, December 31 New Year’s Eve  Watch Service  

     

    JANUARY 
(These dates are tentative until actually discussed at the Administrative Council Meeting on Sunday, Nov 25)  

Tuesday, January 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR                  

Thursday, January 3 S/PPRC Meeting  (to do Church Profiles, etc) 7:00PM     

Sunday, January 6 Reaffirmation of Faith Sunday          

Tuesday, January 8 Worship Committee Meeting 7:00PM                            Thursday, January 10 CDC Meeting 6:30PM 

Sunday, January 13 God’s Kids Club 11:30AM 

Monday, January 14  UMM sponsored American Red Cross Bloodmobile 3-7:30PM                                  

Tuesday, January 15VOW Committee Meeting  7:00PM                 

Thursday, January 17 Community Soup Supper 5:30PM  

Sunday, January 20 Administrative Council Meeting 4:30PM  

Monday, January 21 Martin Luther King’s Birthday Observance 

Sunday, January 27 UMW Sunday             Bethlehem Community Sing 6:00PM  at Bethlehem Church of God 

PRAYER LIST                        “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication  

                                                                                                  with  thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God” 

 

IIl Health—Cort Hollar, Phyllis Miller, Michele Rodriquez, Gary Woods, Carolyn Sell, Angela Wise’s father, Zoe Ferguson, Wes 

Starnes, Bob & Helen Steele, Carolyn Bolick, Barry & Holly Whitesides, Shannon Bolick, Diane Fox, Michele Kish, Rosalie John-

son (Mel Cofer’s mother), Larry Bolick, Sarah Moretz, Brittany Fox, Adalynn Mitzel, Bobby Winebarger, Doris Carrigan, Jill 

Teague, Diane Rogers, Jamie Teeters, Macie Greene, Mary Beth Waddell, Hazel Hubbard, Savanna Sigmon, Michael McKinney, 

Susan McLaughlin, Brenden Flowers 

Home Members—Emily Armstrong, Mae Teague, Helen Sigmon, Allene Starnes, Susan Sigmon 

Cancer—Christin Gates, Marshall Rudisill, Barbara Faulk, Jillian Woodring, Beth Wheeling, Abi Mecimore, Doug Stone, David 

Shugart, Kevin Fox, Clay Wells, Bill Hefner (Jerry Hefner’s brother), Eddie Warren, Roger Johnson, Tonya Teague,  Farrah Hefner, 

Tayne Lackey, Linda Phelps, Hallie Hefner, Doris Kohnle, Zona Dirks, 

Rev Dale Faulkenbury (Pastor at Winkler’s Grove Baptist Church) 

General Concern—Becky, Lexie & Jackson Ward, Lori Love, Steve Joyce, Rachel, Chris Starnes, Danny Bordner, Steve & Karen 

Johnson & Grandson Dane, Lindsey & Ann Kirby, Neil Curtis Barnett, Kevin & Angie Barber, Greta Bowman, Eric Speagle, Mary 

Ruth Little, Hurricane Michael victims, Krista Holcombe  

Military—Ernest Jones, Logan Miller, Blaze Carswell, Colonel Neil Khatod, Jordan Hill,  

Amber Keenan 

Surgery & Recovery—Valerie Brust  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  1 Steve and Carolyn Bolick 

  3 Cecil and Connie Blackburn 

10 Ricky and Barbara Baker 

12 Jimmy and Mary Leigh Richey 

15 Richard and Carolyn Speagle 

21 Gary and Karen Bowman 
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                 BLOODMOBILE    
              Sponsored by the UMM             
            Next Blood Drive will be  

January 14, 2019     3:00-7:30PM 

 NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Hayley Little 
  2 Carol Bowman 
  3 Kevin Beard, Travis Clark, Dillon Moretz 
  4  Sherry Icard 
  6 Daniel Blackburn 
  7 Rev. Tony Bowman, Tara Marion 
  9        Timmie Bowman 
10 Hazel Hubbard 
11 Brandon Moretz, Carol Melton 
12 Chris Starnes, Jane Bolick 
13        Kathy Bolick, Chris Teague, Dan Frye,  
            Taylor Davis, Dwayne Reece, 
            Margaret Wesche          
14        Sandy Watson, Hunter Bowman, 
            Erin Benfield 
15 Lori Roper 
16 Jason Moretz, Lillie Ellis 
17 Daniel Icard 
19 Gray Benfield, Nicole Davis 
20 Mark Davis, Gabrielle Teague 
23         Hannah Bost 
24 Pat Watson, Vickie Starnes 
25 Michelle Bowman 
26 Barbara Hefner, Debbie Lowery 
27 Nancy Johnson, John Lee McAuley 
28 Scarlett Bullard 

“THANK YOU”  

THANKSGIVING DAY PRAYER 
 

"Thank you, God for the times You have said "no." 

They have helped me depend on You so much more. 

Thank you, God, for unanswered prayer. It reminds 

me that You know what's best for me, even when my  

opinion differs from Yours. 

Thank You, Lord, for the things you have withheld 

from me. You have protected me from what I may 

never realize. 

Thank You, God, for the doors You have closed. 

They have prevented me from going where You 

would rather not have me go. 

Thank you, Lord, for the physical pain You've al-

lowed in my life. It has helped me more closely relate 

to Your sufferings on my behalf. 

Thank you, Lord, for the alone times in my life. 

Those times have forced me to lean in closer to You. 

Thank you, God, for the uncertainties I've experi-

enced. They have deepened my trust in You. 

Thank You, Lord, for the times You came through 

for me when I didn't even know I needed a rescue. 

Thank You, Lord, for the losses I have experienced. 

They have been a reminder that You are my greatest 

gain. 

Thank You, God, for the tears I have shed. They have 

kept my heart soft and mold-able. 

Thank You, God, for the times I haven't been able to 

control my circumstances. They have reminded me 

that You are sovereign and on the throne. 

Thank You, God, for those people in my life whom 

You have called home to be with You. Their absence 

from this earth keeps my heart longing for heaven. 

Thank You, God, that I have an inheritance in the 

heavenly places...something that this world can never 

steal from me and I could never selfishly squander. 

Thank You, God, for the greatest gift You could ever 

give me: forgiveness through Your perfect Son's 

death on the cross on my behalf. 

Thank You, God, for the righteousness You credited 

toward me, through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. It's a righteousness I could never earn or attain 

on my own. 

Thank You, Father, that You know me, You hear me, 

and You see my tears. Remind me through difficult 

times that You are God, You are on the throne, and 

You are eternally good. 

And thank You, Lord, not only for my eternal salva-

tion, but for the salvation You afford every day of my 

life as You save me from myself, my foolishness, my 

own limited insights, and my frailties in light of Your 

power and strength." 

- Cindy McMenamin, Author  

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html
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